
 

 

 

 

 

March 5, 2021 

 

 

Omar McDadi, Field Unit Superintendent and 

Jeffrey Law, Project Coordinator 

Rouge National Urban Park 

105 Guildwood Parkway 

PO Box 11024 

Toronto, Ontario M1E 1N0 

 

 

Dear Omar and Jeffrey, 

 

There has been increased interest and discussion taking place regarding the Rouge Beach Improvements 

Project. This project features a revitalization of the Beach Day Use Area, a new trail that will provide an 

in-park connection from Rouge Beach to the existing Mast Trail, and a revitalization of the existing Mast 

Trailhead, which will be the northern limit of this new trail.  

The core pillars of this project include: the mitigation of climate change, flooding, and erosion in the 

surrounding area; improving safety, stewardship and connectivity for all visitors and residents; restoring 

the ecological integrity of the surrounding area ecosystem; and respecting the rights of neighbouring 

community and ravine property owners. These features will provide greater protection of the natural 

habitat by limiting pedestrian use to a dedicated area, whilst creating a new experience for visitors. 

Out of the three proposed options available for this project, the West Rouge Community Association is 

in support of Route 1 (West Bank). The West Bank route runs south from the Highway 401 underpass 

and transitions into a raised boardwalk that crosses the Rouge River twice, then continues along the 

river’s west bank. The boardwalk trail follows the pattern of the river and features two lookouts. Route 1 

ends with a bridge connection from the west bank to the proposed pedestrian plaza at Rouge Beach. 

Although we are in support of Route 1, we would like to see the following concerns addressed: 

1. Parking: Residents of the surrounding area are well aware that parking for park visitors is very 

limited and this project will undoubtedly exacerbate the problem further as more interest in the 

trail will result in a higher amount of patrons visiting the park than current levels. It has been 

well documented that due to the limited capacity of parking available for visitors, vehicles have 

used the narrow street space available on Rouge Hills Drive as a parking alternative, which not 

only creates a safety hazard for visitors and residents, but also an inconvenience for home 

owners that live on this street and the surrounding area. Furthermore, this proposed 



revitalization entails the removal of the lower parking area at Rouge Beach, which will only 

intensify the scarcity of parking available in the area. There are currently no provisions in place 

to ensure that these parking spots will be replaced elsewhere. In talks with Parks Canada, and 

with the support of the Friends of the Rouge National Urban Park, we have proposed that 

additional parking spots be made available to offset this issue on the north side of Lawrence 

Avenue, just west of the Starspray Blvd. 

 

2. Accessibility Issues: Due to the loss of the lower parking spaces at the base of Rouge Beach, we 

are concerned that patrons with accessibility needs may not be able to fully utilize the new 

space because of a lack of infrastructure that would support their needs. The ramp from the 

entrance of the beach to the bottom of the parking area has a steep grade and is not suited for 

those that may need assistance coming down the pathway. Removing accessible parking from 

the lower parking lot will limit people with disabilities from accessing the beach. 

 

3. Pedestrian-Only Boardwalk: Based on our latest discussion, the boardwalk is anticipated to be 

approximately 2 to 4 metres in width. With a 4 metre wide boardwalk, and assuming that this 

pathway would be separated based on directional traffic, we believe there would be safety 

concerns associated with this space being shared by both cyclists and pedestrians. Such 

concerns would only be alleviated by a wider path, which may not be in the best interests of the 

ecological habitat of the surrounding area. Based on these concerns, we are advocating for a 

pedestrian-only boardwalk in which cycling traffic would be prohibited. 

 

4. Bicycle Parking/Storage: There are currently no plans in place to accommodate a dedicated 

area where bicycles can be safety stored. Incorporating this in the design of this project would 

provide two benefits. First, it would provide cyclists the opportunity to safely store their bicycles 

as using them on the boardwalk would be prohibited (assuming the final design excludes 

cycling). Second, it would alleviate some of the pressures that would exist regarding parking 

capacity. By providing infrastructure that would allow visitors to store their bicycles safely, it 

would incentivize patrons to use other means besides vehicle transportation to visit the park. 

 

5. Garbage and Other Debris: The issue of sanitation is also of great importance. The lack of 

garbage bins and the growing concerns regarding littering along the surrounding areas of the 

beach have been of concern for a long time. We want to ensure that an adequate plan is in 

place to ensure that the park is able to effectively manage the increased visitor traffic and the 

subsequent garbage/debris that this will undoubtedly create. How frequently these bins are 

serviced and their location is something we would like clarification on to ensure that the 

integrity and beauty of the surrounding area is protected. 

There are significant benefits with the completion of this proposed project as previously mentioned. The 

WRCA will continue to work with Parks Canada to address the aforementioned issues. 

Thank you, 

 

 



Reza Khoshdel 

WRCA Director of Environment and Conservation 

 

 
 

Greg Long 

WRCA Vice President 

 

 


